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ABSTRACT

Education is not just passing on the information. It’s a complete process of
formation. Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, prepared leaders out of
Bedouins through education. How did he evolve an illiterate nation into the leaders
of the world? This article will try to shed some light on these aspects of the
comprehensive life of Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him. In this paper
inductive and analytical methods are used. It is suggested that by using the
Prophetic methodology, our education system could be reformed and start
producing leaders.
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INTRODUCTION

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said “I have been sent as a teacher”. While Allah
the Almighty told us about the holy Prophet:

Aakally sl agalay agul s Al agte it ag el Gia Vsl g g by Gt 8 0 G 0
Crva Jhia (A 028 (a1 538 O

“Indeed, Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He sent among them a
Messenger (Muhammad) from among themselves, reciting unto them His verses (the
Qur’an) purifying them, and instructing them in the Book (the Qur’an) and Wisdom
(the Sunnah), while before that they had been in manifest error.”

The word “purifying them” is of importance here. It means to clean the heart
from bad qualities and fill it with good qualities. It is mentioned as one of the duties
of the holy Prophet. This cleansing of the heart was highly important in the eyes of
the Prophet. He said:

Al a9 YT AL dad) dd Cand 13) g AlS duad) plea Cialia 13) diaa sl A ) Y

“Verily, there is a piece of flesh in the body, if it is healthy, the whole body is
healthy, and if it is corrupt, the whole body is corrupt. Verily, it is the heart.”

So this duty contained both the teaching and cleansing. The Prophet himself was
taught by his Lord Allah the Almighty as he told us in one of his sayings:
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"My Lord taught me, and He excelled in teaching me and my Lord educated me the
manners and He excelled in educating me”. So these two kinds of education i.e.
giving knowledge and teaching good manners (purifying the heart), go together, side
by side and hand in hand.It is useless if a person has only one of them without the
other.

Allah the Almighty has honored the humanity by making them His
representatives on earth. This honor was given to humanity because of one quality
that they had, i.e. knowledge. Then Allah the Almighty gave them three additional
qualities that were never given to any of His creatures; hearing, seeing and thinking.
By hearing it is meant to get the knowledge that is acquired by other nations before
him, by seeing it is meant to develop this acquired knowledge with research
andobservations, and by thinking it is meant to filter and cleanse this knowledge
from the mistakes that it contained and then come out with results to the humanity. If
all these 3 qualities get together, they will produce that kind of knowledge which
Allah bestowed upon Adam and through which Adam was considered superior over
all other creatures.

The Prophet (pbuh) used to encourage his companions through different
examples and parables to pay attention to his teachings and actions so that they may
acquire the knowledge in the way mentioned above and learn the Prophetic way of
living this life successfully. He once said:
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"The parable of guidance and knowledge with which Allah has sent me is like
abundant rain falling on the earth, some of which was fertile soil that absorbed rain
water and brought forth vegetation and grass in abundance. (And) another portion of
it was hard and held the rain water and Allah benefited the people with it and they
utilized it for drinking, making their animals drink from it and for irrigation of the
land for cultivation. (And) a portion of it was barren which could neither hold the
water nor bring forth vegetation (then that land gave no benefits). The first is the
example of the person who comprehends Allah's religion and gets benefit (from the
knowledge) which Allah has revealed through me (the Prophet) and learns and then
teaches others. The last example is that of a person who does not care for it and does
not take Allah's guidance revealed through me (He is like that barren land.)".

He established study circles in his mosque/masjid and taught his companions the
matters of religion.Once he was in one of these study circles when 3 men entered the
mosque. One found a place among the people and sat with them, the other was a bit
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shy so he sat at the end of the circle. The third man left. After the study circle was
over, the Prophet talked about these 3 men and said: one of them turned to Allah, so
Allah also turned to him with His mercy, the second was shy, so Allah also felt shy
from him. The third one turned a cold shoulder, so Allah also deserted him. Usama
bin Shareek says that once I went to the holy Prophet while he was sitting with his
companions. They were so quiet and motionless as if there were birds sitting on their
heads.

One of the great scholars of the early Muslims was Imam Malik bin Anas.
He once said:

Lo 4 edea La W) A oda AT mbiay o

“The last part of this Ummah can never be corrected except with what the first part
was corrected”.

So it is the need of the time to know how the first part of this Ummah was
corrected. What was the Prophetic method with which the holy Prophet pbuh
educated his companions who later became the leaders of the world. How did he
address the his companions who were his students also? How did he stop people
from doing bad things? How did he encourage or order them to do good things?How
did he change the lives of the desert dwellers into the most civilized people on earth?
This article is an attempt to know the main features of his educational method.

Equality of students in front of the Teacher

The holy Prophet dealt each and every companion with equality. He made this very
clear that no one is better on the basis of race, color, gender or nationality. He started
his farewell address by saying:

YJW\&@J’JMYY\ ‘g‘ﬂ&adij‘adiwps:‘s‘h\ges!giob-\a\:‘g‘a&)o)uﬂw\%ih’,:'
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“O people! Your Lord is one and your father is also one. All mankind is from Adam
and Eve, an Arab has no superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab has any
superiority over an Arab; also a white has no superiority over black nor a black has
any superiority over white except by piety (taqwa)and good action. Learn that every
Muslim is a brother to every Muslim and that the Muslims constitute one
brotherhood.

One syllabus for all Students

The Prophet (pbuh) used only one text book for all his students and that was the holy
QOur’an. He sometimes explained the injunctions of the Holy Qur’an through his
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sayings or deeds. It shows the importance of unifying the syllabus in all schools,
whether they belong to public sector or private sector. In Pakistan we see several
educational systems that have their own syllabi which is constantly widening the gap
among the various segments of our society.

Teacher as Role Model — Do what you preach

1t is highly important that what is taught to the students should be practiced by the
teacher also, otherwise it will lose its value and the students will consider it as a
piece of information and not an essential part of education. It will be just
information, having no part in formation of the students. The Prophet used to apply
upon himself first what he taught to his companion. He said.:

el Asail ) s ) sha
“Pray (the daily prayers) as you see me praying”.
He performed Hajj with his companions and told them repeatedly:
ASSulia o | g3
“Take from me the details of the rituals of Hajj”

Ibnlshaq, a great historian and scholar of Hadith, narrated a story from one of
the battlefields of the holy Prophet. He says that at the battle ofBadr, when the
Prophet was straightening the rows of the companions, he had a stick in his hand
with which he was pointing towards the companions to get straight in line. There
was a companion whose name was Sawad bin GhaziyyahAnsari, he was standing
ahead of the line. The Prophet touched his abdomen with the stick and asked him to
get back in the line. The man said: O Messenger of Allah, you hurt me with your
stick while Allah has sent you with truth and justice. The Prophet immediately
handed over the stick to him, took off his shirt and said: you may take your revenge
from me.Sawad came forward hugged the Prophet and kissed his abdomen. The
Prophet said: O Sawad, why did you do so? He said: You see that the battle is about
to start, | wanted that my last meeting with you should be in this way that my skin
should touch your skin. Hearing this, the Prophet prayed for his wellbeing. The
Prophet while talking about the people of the Hell firesaid:

g ¢ olay jleal)jody LS jaad ¢ U B AR glatih o U 8 ALS ALLEN a5 Ja ol sl
ciS s JB ¢ Sl oo Uiy cigaally L el (i ¢ lild La WG (6 ¢ (gl sl ade Ul Jai
Al Sl Crasigl g ‘ 4 Vs g ally Sl

“There will be a man who will be thrown in the Hell. His intestines will come out of
his belly. He will go in rounds like a donkey goes around its edge wheel. The people
of Hell will gather around him and ask him what brought him there. He would reply
that I used to enjoin you to do good things but I never acted upon what I asked you. I
prohibit you from doing evil but I myself did that evil”.
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His soft speech and merciful behavior
Allah the Almighty while praising the soft nature of the holy Prophet said:

ehJJhaJe@)Muﬁ.\;wuﬁpw\w‘iuﬁl\m&auﬁjjﬂiuﬂw\wmjm
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“And by the mercy of Allah you dealt with them gently. And had you been severe
and harsh-hearted, they would have broken away from about you; so pass over their
faults and ask Allah’s forgiveness for them; and consult them in the affairs. Then
when you have taken a decision, put your trust in Allah, certainly Allah loves those
who put their trust in Him.”

e Mu’awiah bin Hakam al-Sulami says:

u.'.ujé‘;:mdu} plih ) (ha oy a3 - alug Ade A L - &\dyjeuiaiuim
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U\Jﬂ\w\ﬁjua.\s.dbc_uud\yu.ﬂ‘UAL\S\@)SQA

“That once while praying behind the holy Prophet in congregation, a man sneezed,
so I said: May Allah bless you. The people felt bad and exchanged bad looks with
me. What is the matter with you? Why you are looking at me like this? They started
hitting their thyes to make me quiet. I stopped talking. When the Prophet finished his
prayer he talked to me very softly. May my parents be ransom for him, I never saw a
teacher better than him, neither before him nor after him. I swear by Allah, he was
never rude to me or called me names. He just said:

“This is the prayer, no human conversation is allowed in it. It just contains
glorification of Allah, magnification of Allah and recitation of the Holy Qur’an”

His soft attitude and kind behavior was not only with his companions, rather he
was softin speaking and gentle in dealing with the non-Muslims also. Imam
ibnQayyim al-Jawziyyah narrates a story in his book Zad al-Ma’ad. It is about a
transaction that took place between the Prophet and a Jew. InbQayyim writes:

Jladl o8] 15350 JB8 (JaY) Jad al 1 JUE Aled sLality Ja¥) Jid oplad ol ) Taw gasem 45l
m;mm;wds dax.d\dua‘uh\z\dhu}eh am.g_‘ammama@ bl 3o A
@.\ulﬁ‘Lgﬁ)o\u\u.ulﬁ‘l.ah‘z!!u:«dg.d!nuc.\.a).:‘ib!ub‘g Baaly Culyg 8ol cldle

NEECY

“A Jew sold him something on the condition that the price will be paid on a future
date, but he came before that date to ask for his money. The Prophet said: the time
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has not come yet. The Jew said: You the sons of Abdul Muttalib, like to linger on in
paying the debt. The companions of the holy Prophet wanted to teach him a lesson
but the Prophet stopped them. This rudeness of the Jew only increased him in
softness. Seeing this, the Jew said: I knew all the signs of Prophet hood in this man
except one sign that remained; and it is that if he is faced with the excessive
rudeness, it only increases him in forbearance and leniency. Today I wanted to know
that sign. So that Jew accepted Islam as he was testing the Prophet.

e A Bedouin started urinating in the Masjid of the Prophet. The companions
rushed to stop him. The Prophet asked them to let him finish. When he finished
urinating, the Prophet called him and said:

"I A B g 33ally el JSH A Lall R Y g gl 138 Cha 5 el el Y dabecall 038 "

“Urinating or littering is inappropriate in the Masjid. Mosques are built for the
remembrance of Allah, for the daily prayers and for reciting the Holy Qur’an.

e A man from the tribe of Sa'd bin Bakr whose name was Dhamam bin Tha'laba,
came to the holy Prophet and said: I will ask you some difficult questions so do
not be angry on me. The Prophet said: ask whatever you want to ask.

Admonition, not Humiliation

The Prophet never mentioned the name of the person in public, who made a mistake,
rather he would talk indirectly and say: What is the matter with some people who do
this and that. The Prophet appointed a man to collect the Zakat of some tribes. The
whole story is narrated by Abu Bakr bin AbiShaiba, who says:

13 JU ash Lald dBawal) o Aall) o) Ad QU ) (e Sa alug Asle Al Lo £ gy Jariiad
La d@g@sdﬁ\gd\é&#\u}; @-‘u\g‘\,}lﬁﬁ)‘u&d As)\d‘gu)?&éd@glgg&\gi$h‘geﬁ
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“The Messenger of Allah peace be upon him appointed a man from the tribe of
BanuAsad, whose name was ibn al-Lutbiyyah, to collect the Zakat. When he came
back from his assignment, he said: this is for you and this is for me as these things
were gifted to me. The Messenger of Allah peace be upon him rose over his pulpit,
and after praising Allah the Almighty and thanking Him, said: what is the matter
with my workers? I send one of them to perform a duty and he says: this is for you
and this is gifted to me? Why he did not sit in his father’s house or in his mother’s
house and then see if anyone sends him a gift or not? I swear by the one in whose
hand is Muhammad’s life, if anyone of you takes anything from this he will bring it
on the Day of Judgment carry it on his neck; a camel growlingor a cow bellowingor
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sheep mooing, then he raised both his hands until we saw the whiteness of his
armpits, and said twice: O Allah! I conveyed.”

Similarly, there is another occasion in which it is seen that three people came to
the house of the holy Prophet to know what is his daily schedule, so that they may
copy him. It is narrated by Anas bin Malik who says:

Lald ol g dgle ) il Babe 0o Gl aluag dgle A o ) )00 g () Joa, A0 sla
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Al g Ll 138 9 ) 1B al g8 Jy La s S5 Adde 05 Al dand alug adde & o ) U3 3L Vi z g 5l
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“Three men came to the houses of the wives of the holy Prophet. They wanted to ask
about the worship of the Prophet at home. When they were told about it, it was felt
as if they belittled it. They said: where are we from the Prophet, peace be upon him?
Allah has forgiven all his previous and latter mistakes. So one of them said, from
now onward, I will pray the whole night.The second one said: I will observe fasting
forever, and never break my fast. The third one said: I will avoid women. I will
never marry. When this incident was brought in the notice of the Prophet peace be
upon him, he after praising Allah and thanking Him, said: what is the matter with
some people who said so and so? I swear upon Allah that I am the most fearing of
Allah among you and the most pious among you, but I fast and I also break my fast,
I pray at night and sleep also, and I marry the women. So whoever turns away from
my Sunnah, is not from me”.

Consideration of the human nature and age

The Prophet kept in mind and gave consideration to the natural weaknesses that are
based on the human nature. A good example could be of the actions or reactions
showed by his fellow wives. Umm Salamah, the wife of the holy Prophet says:

u;laﬂ‘MM‘}FJWM\M‘JJMJ&‘L@JML’&?% \u.uaL@.\\‘MueL\G
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MMM\MM"EG\J

“Once, when the Prophet was in Ayesha's house, she brought some food for the
Messenger of Allah and some of his companions. Ayesha, covered in a garment,
came, she had astone with her, so hit it on the pot. Consequently the food fell and the
pot that contained food broke. (Instead of getting angry) the Prophet collected the
food in the two pieces of pot and said twice: keep on eating, your mother got jealous.
Then he took another pot from the house of Ayesha and gave it to the servant to take
it to Umm Salama and gave the pot of Umm Salama to Ayesha.”
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There is an interesting story narrated by Abu Huraira. He says:
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S ) aany quiadl) 138 QU8 La alug dadde ) Lo i) QB cpa o S

"A man asked the holy Prophet to advise him. He advised him by saying: Do not get
angry. He asked many times for another advice. The Prophet repeated the same
advice by saying: do not get angry. The man later said, I thought a lot about what the
Prophet said and I concluded that the anger has gathered all the evil in it.

Similarly, the following incident could be even more interesting:

Lo (ot b 32 9 feadll AL (B ad ) plurs dle i) bt A1) Jpma il i ) (o) Aiile (0
A ey GLEY 9 ) ellay feaddl; JB g L)

Ayesha the wife of the holy Prophet narrated that an old man came to the holy
Prophet and asked him whether it was allowed for him to kiss his wife while fasting?
The Prophet allowed him. Then a young man came to him and asked him the same
question. The Prophet did not allow him. When he was asked about it he said: the
old man will control his desire while the young man will spoil his fast.

While addressing the youth specially,the Prophet peace be upon him said:

dylad adiy ol (o g g AL (uanl g paall (2l Ald g g 58 Bl aSia ol (e ladd) jdaa
slag 4l Adld o gually

“O the community of the youth! Whoever among you can afford to get married the
he must marry, as marriage helps you to lower your gaze and protect your private
parts. And whoever cannot afford then he/she should fast, as fasting is a shield for
him/her”.

Encouraging the good work

The Prophet used to encourage his companions to do good deeds. On the occasion of
the battle of Tabook, the Prophet appealed from the companions to spend their
money in the cause of Jihad. He had to prepare a big army to fight the Roman
Empire. Hearing his appeal Uthman bin Affan presented 900 camels fully loaded
with the equipments needed for this expedition. He also gave 100 horses and 1000
Dinars for this battle. The Prophet was so happy seeing all this that he said: from
today onward no sin will harmUthman.

In the preparation of the same expedition, it was seen that a poor man whose
name was Abu 'Aqgeel, worked all day as a laborer and earned some dates that were
equal to 4 kilo grams. He gave 2 kilo grams to his house hold and brought 2
kilograms to the holy Prophet. The Prophet ordered that his dates be spread over all

Proceedings 314 Regional Conference -
on Educational Leadership and Management



the valuable goods that were brought for the expedition, as an encouragement for
him.

Praising the good qualities

The Prophet peace be upon him used to praise the good qualities that he saw in his
companions, so that the others may work hard to achieve them. He once said to
AshajjAbd al-Qais: ‘ \

BUYI alad) :ald) Laguny (yiilad eld ¢

"Certainly, you have two good qualities that Allah loves; forbearance and tolerance."

At another occasion when he was sitting with a group of his companions, he
asked:

dlﬁ‘h\ JSAJA\JL‘-‘UJL\A?}\S\?S.\A&HUA& J& ¢ Gl py\du‘?mmeﬂ\p@m\w
O (i . J&}\d\&"bﬂ)ﬁeﬂ\e&né‘&w O (Ui, J&y\d\é?we}d\e&ue&h\w
Mﬂ\d}é\}\ 5)4\@01-:.\;‘& @J@&\M\d}u)

"Who among you fasted today? Abu Bakr said, I. The Prophet said: Who among you
attended and followed the funeral today? Abu Bakr said, I. The Prophet said: Who
among you fed a poor person today? Abu Bakr said, I. The Prophet said: Who
among you visited a sick person today? Abu Bakr said, I. Hearing this the
Messenger of Allah said: If all these qualities get together in one person, he will
surely enter the Paradise."

Scolding and Reprehension

The Prophet used to apply kindness and merciful behavior as much as possible. He
said:

QLAY (o 0on 3 Mg A3 W) ot b (B 055 Y

"Kindness if put in something, it makes it beautiful and if it is taken out of
something it makes it ugly".

But sometimes where kindness does not work he ordered that strict measures be
taken. He, while training the children over daily prayers, ordered that they should be
punished if they do not pray. He said:

gabaall A agin 158 8y sl Lgale ab 5 pudal g osead B sleaally aSelisl 1 g 4

"Order you children to pray when they are seven. When they are ten, beat them for
not praying and separate their beds".
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Striking while the Iron is hot

The Prophet waited for the appropriate time and place to give his piece of
advice.Once some prisoners of war were brought to the Prophet. There was a woman
also among them. Milk was flowing out of her chest. She was looking for her lost
child. Then she saw a child among the prisoners, she took him, held him to her chest
and started feeding him. The Prophet and a group of his companions were seeing
her. They were all highly impressed by her love to her child. Taking advantage of
this feeling that the companions were going through the Prophet asked them a
question. He said: if this woman is given the option to through her child in the fire,
would she do that? All the companions who were there said: By Allah, she will
never do that. The Prophet said: Allah loves His servants way more than the love of
this woman for her child.

Narrowing or eliminating the gap between the religious knowledge and the
modern knowledge

The separation of knowledge into religious and modern is actually based on the idea
of separating between the religion and life. Hence this ideology is in total clash with
the teachings of Islam, as the religion according to Islam is not something separate
from the life. Moreover, considering the universe as Allah’s dominion and
considering the people in it as the servants of Allah who try to live their lives
according to His will and injunctions, is actually the true meaning of religion. At the
same time this the base on which the whole Sharia is based. A concept like this of
the human life on this earth leads to converting all modern sciences into religious
sciences. The same concept is mentioned in the statement of Allah when He says:

2818 oI o g 1 gial Gt g3l g
“0O you who believe! Enter perfectly in Islam.”

If we teach history, geography, physics, chemistry, biology, botany, zoology,
geology, astronomy, economics, politics and the rest of the modern sciences in a
way that there is no mention or part of Allah then we should not expect from the
students that they will have any respect for the laws made by Allah or any intention
for obeying His will. The knowledge, whatsoever, should be related to Allah. This is
actually what is meant by the very first verses reveled in the Holy Qur’an where
Allah the Almighty said:

Al a1 e Gy gl Jliiy e o3 408 @iy 08 gl G chady) (318 G 3 et a1
“Read in the name of your Lord has created. He has created man from a clot. Read

and your Lord is the most generous. Who has taught by the pen. He has taught man
that which he knew not.”
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There is an incident that also leads to the same point. Imam Tabarani narrates this
story:

108 cday - by 4o A s - il o e 1B B IAE n aS o8 sl (b Ikl £ A
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“The Prophet was standing with some of his companions when a young man passed
by them in a hurry. The companions were impressed by his activeness and strength.
They said: We wish he went like this in the cause of Allah. The Messenger of Allah
replied: if he went to bring something for his children then it is in the cause of Allah,
if he went to bring something for his old parents then it is in the cause of Allah, if he
went to bring something for himself so that he may not have to ask anyone, then it is
in the cause of Allah, and if he went out to show off and be proud then it is in the
cause of Satan.”

One of the great scholars of Islam, Abdullah bin Mubarak considers earning
Halah livelihood for the family as better and more rewarding than Jihad. He is
quoted to have said:

A Jaaen B Al g Jlal) o ) aga aly Y

“Nothing takes the place of earning livelihood for the family, ever Jihad in the cause
of Allah.”

So this dualism in the education should be eliminated. We in Pakistan have
religious schools where only religious education is given, and we have modern
schools, colleges and universities where modern education is given. The graduated
of the religious institutions know the Holy Qur’an, Sunnah and Hadith and Figh.
They have the Islamic solutions to resolve the problems of the modern world, but the
issue is they do not know the real problems of the modern world, as they were never
exposed to these problems. On the other hand we have the graduates from the
modern colleges and universities who know and are afflicted with the problems the
world is facing, but they are unable to find the solutions from Islam as they never
studies Islam as code of life.

Hasting for Specialization

It is wrong to let the student study so many subjects without knowing what he/she is
going to be in future. It is highly important for the student and for the parents and
teachers to help him/her in finding out his/her orientation, so that his/her precious
time may not be wasted. The Prophet peace be upon him led us in this aspect also.
He prepared some of his companions and let them excel in different fields. The
companions of the holy Prophet also knew about these specialties among
themselves. Once Umar bin Khattab delivered a sermon at a place called al-Jabiyah,
and in that sermon he said:
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“Whoever wants to ask anything about the Holy Qur’an, he should consult Ubayy
bin Ka’b, whoever wants to ask anything about the law of inheritance
shouldconsult Zaid, whoever wants to ask anything about jurisprudence should go
to Mu’adh and whoever wants money should come to me as Allah has made mea
treasurer and a distributer.”

Similarly, Abdullah bin ‘Amr narrated this Hadith:
A A A5 aliay Haag Sily sk 0l G el G SR | 5

“Learn how to recite the Holy Qur’an from four people; ibnMas’ood, Ubayy,
Mu’adh and Salim, the freed slave of Abu Hudhaifah.”

It is suggested that a student may have a general syllabus in his/her first ten
years of age. In this level he/she should learn whatever is necessary about the human
history and his life, about the earth and universe from Islamic perspective. He should
have the true picture of the universe that the Holy Qur’an gives us. In this level the
student should know the language of his own country, the Arabic language which
will help him understand the Qur’an and Sunnah directly, then he should also learn
some of the European languages also, so that he may be able to appreciate the
knowledge written in these languages and be able to examine it. After this general
level the student may go for 6 or 7 years of specialization in the subject he/she
chooses.

Student must have a goal

Every student must act like a soldier in an endless battle, for the sake of starting a
new life based on faith in Allah and obeying His commands. This noble goal will
leave its imprints over the whole system and penetrate in it like the soul penetrates in
the blood veins. This noble goal will achieve its priority in the life of an individual,
in the society, in dramas, sports clubs, education and research studies. In a nutshell it
will control all manifestations of the mental and physical activities of the students. It
will lead to only one result; the behavior of an individual and his dealings will come
under the frame of Islam, as all the manifestations of life around him will start
changing and whole society will become a society filled with faith, supporting each
other towards development and prosperity, a society whose members will consider
themselves as soldiers in the cause of Allah and in the cause of the betterment of
humanity.
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